Knocking off the Rust: Basics of Blade Maintenance
1. Introduction
· Importance of blade maintenance
· Overview of common issues and basic care
2. Tools and Materials Needed
· List of essential tools 
1. 3M Metal Finishing Pad: Ideal for removing rust and polishing the blade.
2. Max Wax from Darkwood: Provides a protective layer to prevent rust.
3. Small Fine File: For removing blade and hilt nicks.
4. Applicator Cloth: For applying oils and wax.
· Optional tools for advanced care
1. Gun Oil (especially the wipes): Lubricates and protects the blade.
2. Drywall Sanding Sponges: Effective for initial cleaning and rust removal.
3. Rust Erasing Block: For stubborn rust removal.
4. Scissors: Useful for cutting tapes and cloths.
5. Electrical Tape: Can be used for temporary repairs and grip adjustments.
6. Rubber Mallet: For setting a tips
7. Razor Box Knife: Cutting off old tape and tips.
8. Wood Restorer: Maintains and restores wooden handles.
9. Mink Oil: Conditions and protects leather components.
3. Cleaning and Maintenance Techniques:
· Removing Large Nicks: Use the file, pushing in ONE direction, only slightly crosswise, down the length of the blade. Avoid pulling or scrubbing in one location.
· Removing Rust:
1. Use the red hand-pad. It's acceptable to push, pull, or scrub with the hand pad to remove rust.
2. CAUTION: The red hand-pad and file can leave scratches on highly polished or blackened surfaces.
· Final Treatment:
· Rub the entire article with a light layer of Max Wax (including the hilt, handle, pommel, and blade).
· Pro-Tip: Do not wash the cloth after use. The more wax in the cloth, the better the coating capability later down the road.
4. Inspecting for Damage
· Common types of damage (nicks, bends, etc.)
· Checking Tips
5. Preventative Care
· Proper storage
· Regular maintenance routines
6. Q&A Session

